
LS Professional Development 

My Learning Plan is 

Established! 

A year in review 

Meredith Adams Supervisor of Instruction 

Angie Rosen Director of Curriculum and Instruction - Since Aug. 2010 

 Goes 1st-8th! 

District PD Initiatives are were based on teacher 

surveys,  teacher evaluation data, assessment data 

and research based, current instructional practices 

Data informs instruction and is 

analyzed  by District Data Team 

for instructional practices and 

curricular revisions 

2016 – 2017  

This school year the learning focus turned to: 

 



 

February: 

 Needs 
Assessment 

Survey Staff 

March-April: 

 Write School 
and District 

Plan 

April-May 

Teachers 
write PDP 

April- May 

Initiatives 
built on data 
results from 

Year  

June-July: 
Write ESSA 

Grant 

Schedule 
PDI calendar 

for next 
school year 

August:  
Cycle begins 

with New 
Teacher 
Institute 

…ensure management of the organization and resources that 

would effectively impact the learning environment.  

The Professional Development Design 

Continues with ScIP Teams throughout 

the year! 



 September: 

  

3 Opening Days PD 

Welcome 

Crisis Training 

Superintendents 
Meeting 

Principal Meetings 

i-Ready training 

My Learning Plan 
training 

October: 

2 days PD  

Compliance 
trainings 

SGO based on data 
collection 

Response to 
Intervention RTI 

Ed Camp 

November- 
December 

Embedded PD for 
Science and Math 

Coaching visits and 
Grade Level 

Meetings 

January: 

½ Day PD 

Data documentation 
review and analysis 

 

February: 

SGO mid year 
review 

DDT follow up  

NGSS Review 

Curriculum pacing 
review 

Dyslexia 

April-May: 

Embedded PD 

Science and Math 

Reflecting and 
Evaluating 

Plan for following 
year 

Out of District PD*Superintendents Meetings*Principal 

Meetings*CPT Meetings*DDT Meetings 



Teachers choose their learning path with LS Ed Camp! 

In-Service Day:  October 2016 



   Ed Camp offers Differentiated Learning for Little Silver Teachers ! 

Choice creates motivation and desire to learn 

In-Service Day February  2017 



Extra, extra, read all about it... 
 
 

Meredith Adams - Supervisor of Instruction - Since January 2016 

The Next Generation Science Standards arrive at the Little 

Silver School District!  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B1vxjH3nnFjsRlhDRzVsb2UwcDA


 Timeline for NGSS implementation 

 

June - 

August 2016 

September - 

October 

2016 

November - 

December 

2016 

January - 

February 

2017 

March 2017 
April 

2017 

May  

2017 
June 2017  

➢Grades 3 - 5 

begin writing 

curriculum in 

ATLAS 

 

➢Grades 6 - 8 

Science 

Fusion 

Resources 

implemented  

 

Pilot 

Resources  

K- 2 
STEMscopes 

Mystery 

Science 

Science4us 

ScienceA-Z 

➢Grades 6 - 

8 Science 

Fusion 

Training and 

Webinar 

 

➢Grades 3 - 

5 science 

curriculum ED 

Camp. 

 

➢Curriculum 

teams 

continue work 

independently 

 

➢Grades K - 

2 NGSS 

curriculum 

Meeting 

 

➢All grades 

continue 

writing work 

independently 

 

➢All grades 

review 

resources, 

subscription to 

websites, and 

free trials  

➢Teachers 

in Grades K 

- 5 receive 

full NGSS 

training at 

In-Service 

Day. 

 

➢All 

curriculum 

teams work 

on Science 

Curriculum 

in ATLAS at 

ED Camp. 

➢Grades K - 

2 receive 

additional 

training to 

write the 

curriculum in 

ATLAS 

 

➢Curriculum 

teams 

continue work 

in ATLAS 

independently 

➢Grade 

level reps 

work on 

Curriculum 

in ATLAS at 

monthly 

meeting 

 

 

➢Science 

Materials 

Inventory 

and supply 

lists 

created for 

the 

upcoming 

school 

year.  

➢Grades K -2 

full day 

curriculum 

writing  

 

➢3 - 5 grade 

teams release 

time as 

needed 

 

➢Resources 

selection and 

webinar 

Steps taken in the implementation process 



Understanding NGSS 

http://ngss.nsta.org/DisplayStandard.aspx?view=topic&id=14


How the NGSS will change instruction  

• Lessons driven by questions arising from phenomena! 

 

• The goal of investigations is to guide construction of 

explanatory models. 

 

• Answers to science investigations are more than 

whether and how two variables are related, students 

construct deeper meaning 

 

• Students should see what they are working on as 

answering explanatory questions rather than learning 

the next assigned topic. 

  

• A large part of the teacher's role is to support and guide 

inquiry. 

 

• Class focus needs to be devoted to argumentation and 

reaching consensus about ideas, rather then the idea 

from the text. 

 

• Teachers need to build a classroom culture that is 

student centered, the students become motivated to 

figure out the answers to the questions they came up 

with. 

Summary of shifts in teacher knowledge and practice  

3 dimensional learning! 

Students in 3T discovering which pumpkin has 

the most seeds! 



Integrated shared reading 

books for science 

during ELA 

instructional time 

The Next Generation Science Standards arrive at the 

Little Silver School District!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

How do the parts of a seed become a 

plant? 

Point Road Teachers have fun piloting new resources and materials in ATLAS 

Why would it be better 

to have a pumpkin with 

more seeds?  



Free, on-line, vetted NGSS Resources 

Building an on-line curriculum in lieu of a print book 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 
FREE 

Site 

License 

$2,500  

K - 2 

Site 

License 

$499  

3 - 5 

Site 

License 

https://njctl.org/courses/science/
https://mysteryscience.com/
https://www.nextgenscience.org/
http://ngss.nsta.org/
http://www.science4us.com/
https://betterlesson.com/home?from=header_logo


NGSS Curriculum in ATLAS Rubicon 

• Course descriptions reflect NGSS Storyline 

• Units are highly organized and developed  

• Some grade level units will integrate in the STEM class (ex. 3rd grade Earth’s System is delivered in 

STEM) 

• All resources are linked to Unit are all warehoused in Google Drive (Any vetted, web based resources 

are downloaded to the drive)  

 

Important updates in ATLAS Rubicon for the public on the website 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-kIm-oVd07gb2hlTl9BWEdrME0


NGSS and the 5E Model 

The Little Silver School District curriculum integrates different frameworks into 

instruction.  



NGSS and the 5E Model 

How does the 5E model translate into lesson planning and instructional practice  

5E Model 

Inquiry 
Knowledge of Nature  

(content) 

Science & engineering Practice of 

NGSS 

Observations, testing observable 

questions (Hypothesis) 

Engage 

(phenomena) 

Asking questions & define 

problems 

Testing Hypothesis 

Collecting Data & analysis 

Conclusion 

Explore 

 

Developing models 

Planning & carrying out 

investigations 

Analyzing data 

Defend with evidence 

Communicate through journals 

or conferences 

Explain Using mathematical thinking 

Constructing explanations 

Designing solutions  

Develop new ideas, find 

solutions for problems 

Extend Construction explanations & 

designing solutions 

Communicate through journals 

or conferences 

Evaluate Engage in argument 

Obtain, evaluate, communicating 

information 

https://www.ngssphenomena.com/


PARCC data reveals Math 

Growth Area Grades 3- 5 
Important revisions to math curriculum were made in grades 3 – 5 after 

analyzing data to create a better alignment to NJ-SLS 

Task support problem solving 

and reasoning 

Tasks support PARCC 

Preparation 

Virtual manipulatives 

hands on activities 3 – Act Lessons 

http://www.insidemathematics.org/
https://illuminations.nctm.org/
https://www.illustrativemathematics.org/
https://gfletchy.com/3-act-lessons/


2017 – 2018  

Professional Development Preview 

What’s new and exciting! 

Continue to implement the latest advances in education technology 

• Broadcast studio equipment 

• Virtual Reality 

• Expand Google education practices 

• Collecting data in RTIm Direct system 

 

Implement the newly revised curriculum in the following areas 

• Fundations moves into 1st grade 

• NGSS implemented in grades K – 5 

• Revised Math curriculum in grades 3 – 5  

 

Providing instructional support for teachers moving into a Block 

Schedule 

 

 

 



 'Plan to be better tomorrow than today,  
but don't plan to be finished'.  

 

 

 

Carol Ann Tomlinson US Educator   



New Grant promises changes… 

EFLS Grant supported by private benefactor 

 

 



New Grant promises changes… 

New equipment to enhance technology curriculum!  

 


